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Brief Overview of NCCN



About NCCN
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Our Mission: is to improve and facilitate quality, effective, equitable, and accessible 
cancer care so all patients can live better lives

• A not-for-profit alliance of 32 leading academic cancer centers in the United States

• Arbiter of high-quality cancer care

• Develops and communicates scientific, evaluative information to better inform the 
decision-making process between patients and physicians

• Develops and promotes national programs to facilitate the fulfillment of Member 
Institution missions 

• Strives to improve and facilitate quality, effective, equitable, and accessible cancer 
care



NCCN Member Institutions
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NCCN Guidelines® Downloads (Millions)
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NCCN Content Utilization
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Payer Utilization of NCCN Content
Payers/Plans

Representing at least 85% of Covered Lives:
all of whom utilize NCCN Guidelines and/or derivatives for coverage policy

• CMS

• United Health Group (Optum)

• Elevance (Formerly Anthem)

• CVS/Aetna

• Health Care Service Corporation (HCSC)

• Express Scripts

• CIGNA

• Centene

• Kaiser Permanente

• Humana

• Independence Blue Cross

• Highmark BCBS

• Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

• BCBS of MI

• BS of California

• Horizon BCBS of NJ

• BCBS of TN

• Care First BCBS

• BCBS of FL

• BCBS of AL

• Priority Health

• BCBS of Minnesota

• BCBS of Arizona

• Cambia Health Solutions
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NCCN Health Information Technology:
Guideline Concordance

• 87 HIT Licensees

• Additional Licensees accessing NCCN Content for coverage and utilization management include:  

All NCCN Content

AIM Specialty Health Novologix eviCore McKesson

Guidelines

Compendium

Templates

Flatiron Health Trapelo

Guidelines

Drugs & Biologics

Templates

Amerisource Change Healthcare Elsevier

New Century Health 
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Impact of Guideline Concordant Care
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Study: Clinical Practice Guidelines as an Alternative 
to Traditional Prior Authorization Processes

2015 Pilot using NCCN guidelines in place of traditional PA
(NCCN, United Healthcare, and eviCore)

Denials
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Newcomer et al.  J Oncol Practice 13(1):e57-e61, 2017 

Chemotherapy costs were

20% lower
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Study: Guideline Adherence Reduces Costs in NSCLC

Study evaluated 2,690 members of a Medicare 
Advantage plan who were NSCLC patients during 
the first half of 2020. (CVS Health)

Total cost of care for NSCLC

81% of Medicare Advantage plan members were “NCCN concordant”

Yeon et al.  J Clin Oncol  39(15):s1522, 2021 https://meetings.asco.org/abstracts-presentations/200123

27% 
difference

Novologix decision support 

technology (CVS Health) 

improved treatment 

concordance with NCCN 

guidelines from

60% to 81% 
Brito, Managed Healthcare Executive, May 21, 2021

https://meetings.asco.org/abstracts-presentations/200123
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Study: Guideline Adherence Reduces Costs in Breast 
Cancer

Sapkota et al. J Clin Oncol 40(16):e18833, 2022 https://meetings.asco.org/abstracts-presentations/206427

• Study evaluated 315 patients with breast cancer and for up to 180 days 
after treatment the total cost of care per member per month results were:

https://meetings.asco.org/abstracts-presentations/206427
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Guideline Disease Outcome Series

NCCN Melanoma
Decreased locoregional

recurrence
Foster, 2008

German S3 Breast cancer Improved RFS and survival Wӧckel, 2009

Level I Pathways NSCLC Decreased cost Neubauer, 2010

Level I Pathways Colon cancer Decreased cost Hoverman, 2011

NCCN
Pancreatic 

cancer
Improved survival Visser, 2012

MASCC CINV Decreased CINV Aapro, 2012

Italian Natl Res 

Council
Sarcoma Improved DFS Rossi, 2013

NCCN Colon cancer Improved survival Bristow, 2013

NCCN Ovarian cancer Improved survival Bristow, 2014

NCCN Colon cancer Improved survival Boland, 2013

NCCN Cancer pain Improved pain control Mearis, 2013

NCCN/MASCC/ASC

O
CINV Decreased CINV Affronti, 2014

NCCN Gastric cancer Improved survival Worhunsky, 2015

NCCN Ovarian cancer Improved survival Lee, 2015

ACCP Lung cancer Improved survival Nadpara, 2015

NCCN Esophageal Improved survival Molena, 2015

ESMO/ESSO/ESTR

O
Anal cancer Improved survival Delhorme, 2016

NCCN Nasopharyngeal 

CA

Improved survival Schwam, 2016

NCCN Ovarian Cancer Decreased cost Urban RR, 2016

NCCN Decreased cost Newcomer, 2017

Guideline Disease Outcome Series

WCRF/ AICR Breast Cancer Better global health status/quality of life Lei, 2018

BCLC
Hepatocellular 

Carcinoma
Improved OS Piñero, 2018

NCCN Bladder Cancer Improved survival
Waingankar, 

2018

NCCN Breast Cancer Improved outcomes
Vaddepally, 

2018

NCCN Prostate Cancer

Excellent NPV and low failure to detect 

locoregional lymph node metastases and 

bone metastases

Preisser, 2018

NCCN Biliary Tract Improved survival Bagante, 2019

NCCN
Esophageal 

Cancer

Improved equity – better outcomes for 

patients in lower socioeconomic class
Nobel, 2019

NCCN Lung Cancer Improved survival Farrow, 2019

NCCN Breast Cancer Decreased costs (patient out-of-pocket) Williams, 2019

German S3 Breast Cancer
Improved overall and recurrence-free 

survival
Wimmer, 2019

NCCN Colon Cancer Improved survival Chow, 2020

NCCN

Non-

Endometrioid 

Endometrial

Improved outcomes (reduced disparities) Dholakia, 2020

NCCN Multiple Sites Improved survival Clair, 2020

Multiple
Small Cell Lung 

cancer
Improved OS

Elegbede,

2020
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NCCN Resources for Employers



• Interactive tool for Employers 

• Promotes access to high quality cancer care by accomplishing the six 
guiding principles

• Carrier Strategies and Tactics 

• Employer Strategies and Tactics 

• Continuously updated

• Toolkit housed free of charge on NCCN.org

• NCCN as an organizational resource for Employers

NCCN Employer Toolkit
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https://www.nccn.org/business-policy/business/employer-resources/employer-toolkit


1. Strive to deliver the highest quality, highest value care to plan members and 
their families.

2. Emphasize patient centered care, designed to exceed the expectations of 
plan members.

3. Promote the most appropriate, value-based use of healthcare resources.

4. Encourage the selection of care providers with proven, high-quality care.

5. Endeavor to minimize the complexities and barriers to accessing high quality 
care.

6. Empower plan members to become more engaged in improving their health.

Six Guiding Principles

© National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 2020, All rights reserved. 
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Patrick Delaney
Executive Director
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Guidelines for Treatment of Cancer by Type

NCCN patient resources are based on the same treatment information your doctors use and help 

you talk to your doctor about the best treatment options for your disease.
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Guidelines for Detection, Prevention, and Risk 
Reduction
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Guidelines for Supportive Care



NCCN Guidelines for Patients
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• Over 65 patient guidelines currently available

• Available free at NCCN.org/patients and through the 

NCCN Patient Guides for Cancer mobile app 

• Over 65 translations in 18 languages

• Users’ survey for improvement

https://www.nccn.org/patientresources/patient-resources


NCCN Guidelines for Patients are based on the NCCN 
Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology® (Guidelines®) and 

funded by the NCCN Foundation®.
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Patient Guidelines Answer 3 Main Questions

• What is it?

• How is it diagnosed?

• How is it treated?
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How is it treated?
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Other Important Features
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Key Points

Words to Know

Questions to Ask

Online Resources
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Free Webinars
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NCCN provides FREE Know What Your Doctors Know webinars for people affected by cancer and 

caregivers. These live informational programs are created in conjunction with NCCN Guidelines 

for Patients® and supported by the NCCN Foundation and generous donors. The webinars are 

also recorded and posted for anyone to view afterward.

https://www.nccn.org/patientresources/patient-resources/guidelines-for-patients
https://www.nccn.org/patientresources/patient-resources/guidelines-for-patients
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The NCCN Animations for Patients take a closer look at selected topics presented in the NCCN 

Guidelines for Patients®. Each animation highlights a specific aspect of testing or treatment from 

the patient guideline for a particular cancer type. Together with the NCCN Guidelines for Patients, 

these brief animations help patients understand their cancer and treatment options

NCCN Animations
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Thank you!
Visit NCCN.org/patients

Patrick Delaney

Executive Director, NCCN Foundation

delaney@nccn.org

(215) 690-0299

http://www.nccn.org/patients
mailto:sshead@nccn.org

